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CHRISTINE NERO COUGHLIN 
9 Staunton Court 

Greensboro, North Carolina 27410 
336-508-3915 (mobile) 

coughlcn@wfu.edu 
 

EXPERIENCE   
 
2000- Director and Professor, Legal Analysis, Writing and Research, Wake Forest 
present University School of Law, Winston-Salem, NC  

 
• Courses Taught: Legal Analysis, Writing and Research I, II, and III, 

Civil Procedure II, Health Care Law, Law and Medicine, Bioethics 
and the Law, Bioethics, Law, and Literature, Comparative Health 
System, Legal Methods for Medical Professionals (medical school 
rotation), Legal Theory, Practice and Communication,  & 
Advocacy, Debate, and the Law  

 
2009-  Wake Forest University Center for Bioethics, Health & Society 

 present Wake Forest University Graduate School of Arts & Sciences, Master of 
Arts in Bioethics, Winston-Salem, NC 
 
• Courses taught:  Bioethics and the Law, Bioethics, Law, and 

Literature, & Law and Medicine 
• Thesis Advisor and active on multiple thesis reading committees 
 

2006-2008 Co-Director, Wake Forest University Program in Bioethics, Health & Society, 
Wake Forest University School of Medicine, Winston-Salem, NC 

 
• Assisted in procuring funding and administrative support to 

create the Wake Forest University Center for Bioethics, Health & 
Society. 

 
1991-2000  Smith Helms Mullis & Moore, L.L.P., Greensboro, NC 

 
• Active healthcare litigation and counseling practice focused on 

representation of physicians, health care practitioners, and 
healthcare institutions regarding liability, governance, and 
regulatory matters. 

 
1990-1991 Law Clerk, The Honorable Judge Thomas M. Moore, Chief Judge, Eastern District 

of North Carolina United States Bankruptcy Court, Wilson, NC 
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EDUCATION                                                                                                                                         
 

1987-1990 Wake Forest University School of Law, J.D. Winston-Salem, NC 
• Law Review, Notes and Comments Editor 
• Note, A Legal Windfall for Government Procurement Contractors: Boyle v. United 

Technologies, 24 Wake Forest L. Rev. 745 (1989) 
• Teaching Assistant, Legal Research and Writing, Dean Suzanne Reynolds 
• Research Assistant, Dean Suzanne Reynolds 

 
1983-1987 Bowling Green State University, B.S.B.A.       Bowling Green, OH 

• Dean’s List 
• Amy Burnham Onken Award for Leadership 
• National Intercollegiate Mock Trial Team, 3rd in Nation  

 
AWARDS   

 
• Legal Writing Institute, Mary S. Lawrence Award for Excellence in Scholarship 

and Innovative Curricular Design (2017) 
• Wake Forest University, Teaching and Learning Center, Teaching Innovation 

Award (2011) 
• Joseph Branch Excellence in Teaching Award (2008) 
• Graham Excellence in Teaching Legal Research & Writing Award (2005) 
• Graham Excellence in Teaching Legal Research & Writing Award (2004) 

 
HONORS   

 
• Scholarship Facilitator, Legal Writing Institute, Summer Writer’s Workshop, 2017 
• Grant recipient from Wake Forest University Center for Bioethics, Health & 

Society, 2011-2016 
• Aspen Publisher Manuscript Reviewer for Legal Writing texts 
• Wake Forest University Career Development for Emerging Women Leaders 

scholarship 
• Wake Forest University Teaching and Learning Center Grant Recipient for 

Course Development 
• Committee Member Recipient of Planning Grant from Wake Forest University 

Provost’s Office to create Wake Forest University Center for Bioethics, Health & 
Society 

• Wake Forest University Ethics & Leadership Fund recipient to support 
university-wide Bioethics Speakers Series 

• Scholarship Participant and Recipient, Legal Writing Institute, Summer Writers’ 
Workshop 
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BOOKS  
 

THE COMPLETE GUIDE TO ACADEMIC AND SCHOLARLY WRITING:  TRADITIONAL AND 
EMERGING FORMS (Carolina Academic Press, forthcoming 2018)(with Elizabeth Johnson and 
Sandy Patrick) 
 
EXIT LAW SCHOOL, TURN RIGHT:  THE COMPLETE GUIDE TO LEGAL CAREERS (West, 
forthcoming 2019)(with Andrew McClurg and Nancy Levit)(working title)  
 
HEALTH LAW & BIOETHICS:  CASES AND CONTEXT (Carolina Academic Press, forthcoming 
2019)(with Nancy M.P. King) 
 
AN ADVOCATE PERSUADES (Carolina Academic Press 2015) (with Joan Malmud Rocklin, 
Robert Rocklin and Sandy Patrick) 
 
A LAWYER WRITES, 2nd edition (Carolina Academic Press 2013) (with Sandy Patrick and Joan 
Malmud) 
 
A LAWYER WRITES (Carolina Academic Press, 2008) (with Sandy Patrick and Joan Malmud) 
 

BOOK CHAPTERS & CONTRIBUTIONS  
 

Andrew J. McClurg, 1L OF A RIDE,  2nd edition (Thompson-West 2013)(revised and 
updated co-authored chapter on Legal Research and Writing) 
 
Linda Edwards, BRIEFS THAT CHANGED THE WORLD (Aspen 2012) (contributed excerpt 
from The Other Side of the Story:  Using Cognitive Tools of Graphic Organization to Teach Counter-
Analysis to chapter on Disagreement) 
 
BIOETHICS AND THE LAW: USING MOOT COURT AS A TOOL TO TEACH EFFECTIVE 
ARGUMENTATION SKILLS (Routledge 2011) (co-authored chapter with Tracey Banks Coan 
and Barbara Lentz) 

  
Andrew J. McClurg, 1L OF A RIDE (Thompson-West 2008) (co-authored chapter on Legal 
Research and Writing) 

 
ARTICLES & ESSAYS  

 
Isolationist Policies Threaten Public Health, The American Journal of Public Health 860-61 (June 1, 
2017), available at 
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/abs/10.2105/AJPH.2017.303779?journalCode=ajph 

 
Public Health Policy:  Revising the Need for a Compensation System for Quarantine to Maximize 
Compliance, forthcoming Wake Forest Journal of Law and Policy (Spring 2017) 
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E-Formed Consent: Can Informed Consent be just a Click Away?, 50 Wake Forest L. Rev. 381 
(2015)(symposium issue) 

 
Legal Methods for Medical Professionals Year 2: Shifting Negative Attitudes, 9 Ind. Health L. Rev. 545 
(2012) (by invitation) 
 
Legal Methods for Medical Professionals: Implementing a Medical School Rotation in the Law School to 
Promote Greater Cooperation and Understanding Between the Professions, 21 Annals Health L. 257 
(2012) 

 
Pluripotent Stem Cells: The Search for the Perfect Source, 12 Minn. J. L. Sci. & Tech. 715 
(2011) (with Nancy King and Dr. Anthony Atala) (multiple SSRN top ten download 
recipient) 

 
The Carnegie Report and Legal Writing: Does the Report Go Far Enough? 17 J. Legal Writing Inst. 
279 (2011)(with Lisa McElroy and Deborah Gordon)(multiple SSRN top ten download 
recipient)(by invitation) 
 
When Doctors Become Patients :   Advocating a Patient Centered Approach for Health 
Care Workers in the Context of  Mandatory Inf luenza Vaccinations and Informed 
Consent ,  45 Wake Forest L. Rev. 1551(2010)(with Nancy King and Dr. Kathi 
Kemper)(symposium piece)(multiple SSRN top ten download recipient). 
 
Failure is Not an Option: What Legal Educators Can Learn from NASA’s Signature Pedagogies To 
Improve Student Outcomes, Journal of Air Law & Commerce 503 (2010)(with Lisa McElroy)(lead 
article)(SSRN top ten download recipient) 
 
An Examination of the Power of Narrative: A Review of Health Law & Bioethics, 37 J. of L., Med. & 
Ethics 857 (2010) 
 
The Other Side of the Story:  Using Cognitive Tools of Graphic Organization to Teach Counter-Analysis, 
39 U. Balt. L. Rev. 227 (2010)(with Lisa T. McElroy) (by invitation)  

 
 See One, Do One, Teach One: Dissecting Medical Education’s Signature Pedagogy  in the Law School 
Classroom, 26 Ga. St. U. L. Rev. 361 (2010) (with Lisa T. McElroy & Sandy Patrick). 

 
Ethics in Regenerative Medicine, 9 Wake Forest Prop. L. J. 215 (2009) (with Nancy King & 
Dr. Mark Furth)(multiple SSRN top ten download recipient)  

 
Cogito Ergo Sum or I Think, therefore, I am: A Comment on “Is Thinking Like a Lawyer What we Want 
to Teach?” 1 J. ALWD 113 (October, 2002). 
 

MEDIA CONTRIBUTIONS                                                                                                          
 
NC Lawmakers Reach Across Aisle To End Gerrymandering, Public News Service (April 4, 2017), 
available at http://publicnewsservice.org/2017-04-04/civic-engagement/nc-lawmakers-reach-
across-aisle-to-end-gerrymandering/a57116-1 

 
2017 The Best and Worst States for Doctors, WalletHub.com (March 27, 2017), available at 
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https://wallethub.com/edu/best-and-worst-states-for-doctors/11376/#christine-nero-
coughlin  
 
Return NC to a Democracy through Fair Redistricting, The Raleigh News and Observer (February, 
10, 2017), available at http://www.newsobserver.com/opinion/op-ed/article131842699.html. 
 
Hope in 2017:  Preventing the Spread of False News and Partisan News Cycles, The Huffington Post 
(January 17, 2017), available at http://www.huffingtonpost.com/christine-nero-
coughlin/hope-in-2017-preventing-t_b_14059502.html 

 
Court-packing Rumors in North Carolina and the Need for Judicial Independence, The Huffington Post 
(November 22, 2016), available at http://www.huffingtonpost.com/christine-nero-
coughlin/courtpacking-rumors-in-no_b_13137816.html 

 
Election 2016:  The Potentially Polarizing Effects of Search Engines, Social Media, and Motivating 
Reasoning, The Huffington Post (October 25, 2016), available at 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/christine-nero-coughlin/election-2016-the-
potenti_b_12600170.html 

 
Get Ready for 1L of a Ride, The National Jurist, Vol. 26, No. 1 (August, 2016), available at 
http://www.nxtbook.com/nxtbooks/cypress/nationaljurist_2016backtoschool/index.php#/18 
 
1L of a Ride Video Teaching Series (Thompson-West Spring, 2016) 
 
Gaining Legal Experience, N.Y. Times, March 16, 2016, A20 (with Lisa McElroy), available at   
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/03/16/opinion/getting-legal-experience.html?_r=0 
 
Training Doctors to Speak the Language of the Law, Huffington Post, Nov. 11, 2011, available at 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/christine-nero-coughlin/doctors-health-
reform_b_1093133.html 
 

 
SELECTED PRESENTATIONS   
 

“Introduction to Law and Medicine” Wake Forest University Health Care Economics 
October 2016 
 
“Writing to Learn:  Using Writing to Promote Deep Thinking,” Southeastern 
Association of Law Schools, Amelia Island, Florida, August 2016 (panel participant) 
 
“Getting Your Book Proposal Noticed and Your Book Published, Legal Writing 
Institute, Portland, Oregon, July 2016 (panel participant) 
 
“Medical Futility,” presented at Iredell Health Systems Clinical Ethics Committee 
Conference, Statesville, NC, March 2016 
 
“In Defense of Quality Practical, Clinical, and Experiential Legal Scholarship,” 
presented at Revisiting Langdell:  Legal Education Reform and the Lawyer’s Craft, Wake Forest 
Law Review Symposium, Winston-Salem, NC, October 2015 
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“The Limits of the Doctor-Patient Relationship,” Wake Forest University Health 
Economics, Winston-Salem, NC, October 2015 
 
“Exploring the Legal Consequences of Saying No,” presented at Saying No:  Exploring 
the Ethical Dimensions of Refusal in Healthcare sponsored by the Clinical Ethics Network of 
North Carolina, Asheville, NC, September 2015    
 
“By Word or By Action:  Patients and No,” panel discussion participant at Saying No:  
Exploring the Ethical Dimensions of Refusal in Healthcare sponsored by the Clinical Ethics 
Network of North Carolina, Asheville, NC, September 2015 
 
“Scholarship and Skills:  The Fusion of Legal Theory, Doctrine, and Practice,” 
presented at the 2015 Southeastern Association of Law Schools conference, Boca 
Raton, Florida, August 2015 (moderated panel)(by invitation) 
  
“Introduction to Law and Medicine,” Wake Forest University School of Medicine 
Seminar, Winston-Salem, NC, May 2015 
 
“Legal issues with Quarantine Laws,” presented at Ebola: At Home and Abroad, 
sponsored by the Wake Forest Center for Bioethics, Health and Society, the 
Department of Biology and the Center for Enterprise Research and Education, 
February 2015 
 
“Health Law Overview,” Wake Forest University Health Economics, October, 2014 
 
“Ethical Issues with Electronic Informed Consent,” presented at Relationship-Centered 
Health Care: Implications for Law and Ethics, Wake Forest University Law Review 
Symposium, Winston-Salem, NC, October, 2014 

 
“Interdisciplinary Teaching: Theory and Practice,” Charlotte School of Law Faculty 
Development Program, Charlotte, NC, April 2012  
 
“Informed Consent,” Wake Forest University School of Medicine Grand Rounds, 
Anesthesia & Surgery, Winston-Salem, NC, March 2012 
 
“Informed Consent in North Carolina,” Carolina Pain Management Institute, 
Winston-Salem, NC, January 2012 
 
“Medical Malpractice Reform,” Wake Forest University School of Medicine, Winston-
Salem, NC, December 2011 
 
“Teaching Effective Argumentation,” Legal Writing Institute One-Day Workshop 
University of Missouri-Kansas City Law School.  Kansas City, MO, December 2011 
 
“Viewing the Patient Experience:  The Importance of Incorporating a Patient 
Centered Approach into the Practice of Medicine,” Wake Forest University, Winston-
Salem, NC, October 2011 (moderated panel) 
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Research Ethics in Developing Countries, Wake Forest University School of Medicine, 
Winston-Salem, NC, June, 2011 
 
“Dancing With Deans,” Association of Legal Writing Directors Meeting, Sacramento, CA, 
June 2011 (with Professor Jan Levine) 
 
“Legal Methods for Medical Professionals,” American Society of Law, Medicine & Ethics,  

Annual Health Law Professors’ Conference, Chicago, IL, June 2011 
 

“Law and Medicine,” Wake Forest University School of Medicine, Senior Seminar 
Lecture, Winston-Salem, NC, May 2011-2014 

 
“Medical Malpractice Reform,” Wake Forest University School of Medicine, Winston- 
Salem, NC, November 2010-2014 

 
“Legal Rhetoric in the Classroom” American University Washington School of Law, 
Washington, DC, October 2010 (panel participant) 
 
“Using Cognitive Tools of Graphic Organization to Teach Counter-Analysis,” Legal 
Writing Institute, Marco Island, FL, July 2010 (panel participant) 

 
“Viewing the Patient-Experience,” presented at Patient-Centered Health Law & Ethics 
Law Review Symposium, Wake Forest University School of Law, Winston-Salem, 
NC, April 2010 (panel moderator) 

 
 “Health Care Reform at the Crossroads,” Duke University School of Medicine, American 
Medical Association, Durham, NC, May, 2009 (panel participant) 

 
“Preimplantation Genetic Diagnosis: Ethical Issues in Intellectual Property Law,” 
North Carolina Bar Association Intellectual Property Law Section Annual Meeting, 
Raleigh, NC, April, 2009 

 
“Hot Topics in Bioethics,” Wake Forest University Lifelong Learning Program, 
Winston Salem, NC, February 2009 

 
“Teaching Writing to Graduate Students,” Wake Forest University Teaching and Learning 
Center Program, Winston-Salem, NC, February, 2009 (panel participant) 

 
“Ethics in Regenerative Medicine,” Wake Forest University School Intellectual Property Law 
Journal Symposium, Winston-Salem, NC, February, 2009 (panel moderator) 

 
“Research Ethics in Developing Countries,” Wake Forest University School of 
Medicine, Winston-Salem, NC, June 208-2011 

 
“Bridging Our Knowledge of Errors Across the Profession,” Research on Schools, 
Neighborhoods and Communities: Toward Civic Responsibility. American Education 
Research Association, New York, NY, March, 2008 (panel participant) 

 
 



	 8	

“Medical Malpractice and Informed Consent,” Wake Forest University School of Medicine, 
Winston-Salem, NC, November, 2007 

 
“Managing Difficult Employees,” Best Practices in Teaching, Management and Scholarship, 
Association of Legal Writing Directors Biennial Conference, Denver, CO, June, 2007 (with 
Susan Thrower) 

 
“Research Ethics in Developing Countries,” North Carolina Bar Association Intellectual 
Property Law Section, Greensboro, NC, March, 2007  
 
 “Medical Malpractice Reform,” Wake Forest University School of Medicine, Winston-Salem, 
NC, February, 2006-2014 

 
“Stem Cell Research and Ethics,” Wake Forest University School of Medicine, Winston- 
Salem, NC, November, 2005 

 
“Lessons from Terri Schiavo,” Wake Forest University Leadership Summer Program, 
The Greenbrier, White Sulphur Springs, WV, July 2005 (panel participant) 

 
“Future 2020: Legal Perspectives. Biotechnology, Genetics and the Future,” 
Center for Human Dignity, Wake Forest University School of Medicine, Winston-Salem, 
NC, January, 2004 (panel participant) 

 
“Hollywood 90210: An Irreverent Look at Infusing Practical Skills into the Legal Writing 
Classroom,” The Legal Writing Institute, Seattle, WA, July, 2002 (with Sandy Patrick). 

 
“Artificial and Asexual Embryos: Grappling with Policy Derivation,” American Society for 
Bioethics and Humanities Fifth Annual Meeting, Baltimore, MD, October, 2002 (panel 
participant) 

 
CONFERENCES ORGANIZED   

 
“Legal and Ethical Implications of Quarantine,” forthcoming 2018 Wake Forest 
University Journal of Law and Policy, February 2018 
 
Association of Legal Writing Directors 2017 Biennial Conference, Discussion Panel 
and Scholarship Co-Chair, University of Minnesota Law School, July 2017 
 
“Revisiting Langdell:  Legal Education Reform and the Lawyer’s Craft,” 2015 Wake 
Forest Law Review Symposium, Winston-Salem, NC, October 2015 (with Professor 
Harold Lloyd) 
 
“Relationship-Centered Health Care:  Implications for Law and Ethics,” 2014 Wake 
Forest Law Review Symposium, Winston-Salem, NC, October 2015 (with Professor 
Mark Hall) 
 
“Women as Mentors and Role Models,” Wake Forest University Women’s Form, Winston-
Salem, NC, September 2012 (with Dean Michele Roehm and Dr. Ann Lambros) 
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“Viewing the Patient Experience:  The Importance of Incorporating a Patient Centered 
Approach into the Practice of Medicine,” Wake Forest University Pre-Med Society, 
Winston-Salem, NC, October 2011 

 
“Legal Writing Institute:  A One Day Workshop,” Wake Forest University School of Law, 
Winston-Salem, NC, December, 2010. 

 
“Negotiation and Collaboration for Women Faculty,” Wake Forest University Women’s 
Forum, Winston-Salem, NC, September 2010 (with Dean Michele Roehm and Dr. Ann 
Lambros) 

 
“Womenomics at Wake Forest University,” Wake Forest University Women’s Forum. 
Winston-Salem, NC, September, 2009 (with Dean Michele Roehm and Dr. Ann 
Lambros). 
 
“Professionalization of Legal Writing Programs,” Association of Legal Writing Directors 
Conference, University of Missouri, Kansas City, MO, July, 2009(conference planning 
committee member) 

 
“Emerging Leadership Skills,” Conference for the Wake Forest University Women’s Forum. 
Winston-Salem, NC, September, 2008 
 
“Hot Topics in Bioethics,” Wake Forest University Biotechnology and Bioethics 
Symposium, Wake Forest University, Winston-Salem, NC, October, 2006 

 
Founder, Carolina Legal Writing Colloquium Annual Conference, Organized and hosted 
conference in 2001 and 2007 

 
 
LAW SCHOOL FACULTY COMMITTEES   

 
Dean’s Cabinet (2016-present) 
Task Force on Integration in Research and Writing (Chair, 2016-present) 
Strategic Planning Committee (2015-present) 
Faculty Evaluation Committee (2014-present) 
Moot Court Committee (2000-present) 
Dean’s Search Committee (2006-07, 2014-2015) 
Dean’s Advisory Committee (2009-2015) 
Faculty Appointments Committee (2007-2008) 
Chair, Career Services Committee (2008-2009) 

 
RECENT SERVICE (SELECTED)   

 
Board Member, Wake Forest Career Development for Emerging Women Leaders 
Board Member, AbolitionNC (a non-profit to assist victims of human trafficking) 
Co-Chair, Service Committee, Association of Legal Writing Directors 
Moses H. Cone Hospital Investigational Review Board Member 
Wake Forest University Women’s Forum 
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Guilford Education Alliance Leadership Academy 
Barrister, Guilford County Inn of Court  
Legal Counsel, Guilford County Coalition on Infant Mortality  

 
PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATION MEMBERSHIP   
 

Association of Legal Writing Directors 
Legal Writing Institute 
American Health Lawyers Association 
American Society of Bioethics and Humanities  
American Bar Association 
North Carolina Bar Association 
 


